
No doubt Rosa will tell you about some of the greetings she was asked to con- 
vey. You will be interested in the enclosed statement from Mrs. Roosevelt’s col- 
umn following our visit in her apartment.z 

I had hoped by now to have met you. I had dinner with John Thompson in 
Chicago the day after you spoke in the Chapel there.3 We hope you will get to 
Highlander sometime. 

Cordially yours, 
[signed] 
Myles Horton 

29 May 
1956 

THLS. MLKP-MBU: BOX I& 

2 .  Eleanor Roosevelt reported on meeting with Parks in her 14 May 1956 syndicated newspaper 
column. Describing Parks as “a very quiet, gentle person,” Roosevelt thought it “difficult to imagine 
how she could ever take such a positive and independent stand.” Parks’s passive resistance, she wrote, 
may “save us from war and bloodshed and teach those of us who have to learn that there is a point 
beyond which human beings will not continue to bear injustice” (David Elmbridge, ed., Eleanor Roo- 
seveltk “My Day, ”vol. 3: First Lady of the World [New York Phonos Books, 19911, p. 99). 

3. After studying with Reinhold Niebuhr at Union Theological Seminary, John B. Thompson went 
to the newly founded Highlander Folk School in 1933 to teach a seminar on religion and social change. 
Thompson served as dean of Rockefeller Memorial Chapel at the University of Chicago (1948-1958), 
where King spoke on 13 April 1956. When King delivered a keynote address on 2 September 1957 at 
Highlander’s twenty-fifth anniversary, Thompson directed a seminar on southern integration. 

Martin Luther King, Sr., to Dexter Avenue 
Baptist Church 

29 May ‘956 
Atlanta, Ga. 

King, Sr., writes to thank Dexter for a donation to EbenezerS building fund. He also 
commends his sonS 27 May sermon at Ebenezer for the dedication of the Religious 
Education Building. 

Dexter Avenue Baptist Church 
Dexter Avenue and Decatur St 
Montgomery, Alabama 

Dear Friends: 

This is exclusively a letter of thanks: 
Churches unlike other institutions, depend entirely on the cooperation and 

fine Christian spirit of people like you. So we want to tell you right now how much 
we appreciate your donation of One hundred dollars, ($100.00) made to our 
Building Fund. Your generous support is greatly appreciated. 275 
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31 May 
1956 

The Dedication Services held on last Sunday will be long remembered. Your 
Pastor, Dr. Martin L. King Jr., delieverd a great sermon. We only wish that Dexter, 
in its entirety could have been here. 

So thank you again for your part in helping our Church to meet its responsi- 
bilities in the task ahead. 

Cordially yours, 
[signed] 
M. L. King, Sr. 

MLK/w 

TLS. DABCC. 

To E. T. Sandberg 

3’ May ‘956 
[Montgomery, Ala.] 

Sandberg, a professor at Wartburg College, had asked King about Gandhik influence 
in a 23 March letter.’ Sandberg suggested that since ‘)our movement and its defense in 
the present situation seems to dqend very largely upon proving that no mob violence 
was at the root ofthe so-called bus boycott, I believe that a published statement that the 
idea ofpassive resistance was cnztral would do your cause great good.” 

Dr. E. T. Sandberg 

Wartburg College 
Waverly, Iowa 

Dear Mr. Sandberg: 

First let me apologize for being so tardy in my response to your very kind letter 
of March 23.  Absence from the city on several occasions plus the accumulation of 
a flood of mail account for the delay. Please know that this was not due to sheer 
negligence, but to the pressure in the involved situation. 

Yes, the Ghandian influence has been at the center of our movement. Many of 
us have been impressed over the years with the method of passive resistance used 
so effectively in India by Ghandi. So in our struggle against the evils of segrega- 
tion in the South we feel that this weapon of passive resistance might be just as 
effective. We are using passive resistance as the method and love as the regulating 
ideal. 

I .  Edwin T. Sandberg received his B.S. (1943) from the University of Minnesota, M.A. (1945) from 
the School of Education at University of Minnesota, and Ph.D. (1951) from the University of Indiana. 
After teaching at Buena Vista College in Storm Lake, Iowa, he became an English professor at Wart- 

276 burg College in 1953. 
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